
M
V

C
 T

itl
e 

V
 T

id
bi

ts

March/April 2005
Vol. 1, Issue 3

www.mountainviewcollege.edu               4849 W. Illinois Ave.               Dallas, TX 75211     

Helping students succeed...

Women’s Career Expo
Mountain View’s Title V department will 
host a Women’s Career Expo on April 6, 
2005 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in W38. For 
the female who needs help with resume 
and interview preparation, tips 
on dressing professionally, and 
motivation to step out into what 
often seems like a male-dominat-
ed career world, this is a must! 

Dallas County Sheriff Lupe Valdez 
will be the highlight of the event 
as she talks about women break-
ing boundaries in the career world. 
Melissa Hurtado, Title V Career Place-
ment Specialist, hopes women will learn 
from Valdez’s example that they are not 
limited in their professional contribu-
tions to society, and that they will 
come away inspired to carve a spot 
for themselves in any career fi eld.

“Sheriff Valdez is the fi rst woman to 
become sheriff, and she’s a minority,” 
said Melissa. “That in itself opens a lot 
of doors for women; she has opened a 
lot of doors. She will be inspirational to 
our students, especially our females.”

In addition to Sheriff Valdez, other 
women who currently work 
in male-dominated fi elds will 
be present to talk with stu-
dents. A career panel made 
up of women in a variety of 
fi elds will be held at 1p.m. A 
female CSI detective, a female engi-
neer, a female mechanic, and a female 
fi refi ghter are among those expected to 
participate in a Q&A period, sharing their 
own success stories and giving students 
an opportunity to ask questions, voice 
concerns, and get valuable advice.

“These women hold positions in careers

that aren’t very populated by women. 
I mean, how often do you see a female 

mechanic?” Melissa asked. “They 
will share their experiences with our 

students and encourage them that 
they too can do it. Instead of be-
ing a nurse or a teacher, they can 

do other things too.”

A number of community agencies, 
whose goals are to help, inform, and 

encourage, will also be present. Repre-
sentatives from various agencies, such as 
Attitudes & Attire, Home Loan Coun-

seling, and Genesis, will offer students 
information about professional attire, 
obtaining a home loan, and women’s 
shelters.

Other Career Expo highlights will 
include workshops dealing with a 
number of topics that students will 
fi nd helpful. Workshop topics include 
“24-Hour Fitness Stress Exercises 

and Good Nutrition,” “Consumer 
Credit Counseling,” “Resume Prepara-
tion,” and “Dress for Success.” 

“I want to empower women to take 
control of their lives,” said Melissa. “I see 
the overall theme of these workshops as 

‘Take Charge of Your Life,’ in any situ-
ation, good or bad.”

A free continental breakfast will 
be offered, as well as snacks and 
door prizes.

For additional information about 
the Women’s Career Expo, please 
contact Melissa Hurtado at 3631 
or mxh6482@dcccd.edu.



Educational opportunities are offered by the Dallas County Community College District without regard to race, color, age, national origin, religion, sex, dis-
ability, or sexual orientation.

Title V Workshops
The Title V department hosts a variety of academic 
workshops throughout each semester. Held in 
various locations around the MVC campus, these 
workshops are tailored to fi t the needs and sched-
ules of students.

A student struggling with the Accuplacer or THEA 
tests will fi nd a variety of workshops, which ad-
dress basic test skills, in the Learning 
Skills Center. Math topics include 
adding and subtracting fractions, word 
problems, factoring, percents, and 
multiplying and dividing polynomi-
als, while reading and writing topics 
include main ideas and supporting 
details, writing a fi ve-paragraph essay, 
and major sentence errors.

In order to make these workshops con-
venient to a large number of students, 
they are scheduled at various times, 
some beginning as early as 10 a.m., 
while others begin at 8 p.m. And for 
those who miss the workshop they 
wanted to attend, each workshop is 
repeated monthly.

LSC workshops are taught by tutors 
with experience in a variety of back-
grounds. A few of the tutors are currently in school; 
however, the majority of them hold bachelor 
degrees, and a few also hold master degrees.  These 
degrees include education, English, journalism, ma-
rine biology, psychology, computer science, math, 
fi nance, electrical engineering, business manage-
ment, and international business and economics.

In addition to the LSC workshops, there are peri-
odic workshops developed specifi cally for science 
students, which are held in the Science Learning 
Center. 

Dustin Yonkovich, who holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in chemistry, noticed a lack of essential math-
ematical skills among science students and decided 
that “refresher” workshops would be benefi cial. 

Already a developmental math professor at MVC, 
Dustin enjoys teaching and simply saw this as 

another teaching opportunity. He is responsible 
for preparing and conducting the math for science 
workshops. His most recent workshop topics were 
“Signifi cant Figures,” “The Quadratic Equation,” 
and “Maximizing Your Calculator.”

“These workshops emphasize essential skills such 
as how to use calculators for scientifi c notation,” 

said Dustin.

While Dustin plans workshop topics to 
coincide with what is being discussed 
in specifi c science classes, he is very 
fl exible. He gauges students’ interests 
and needs, and is ready to switch gears 
at the last moment.

“If they’re not really interested in the 
topic,” he said, “I’ve got a back up!”

Software training workshops are also 
offered periodically in the library. 
Miriam Jimenez, Title V Help Desk 
Analyst, trains students in MS Offi ce 
applications, as well as eCampus and 
eConnect. In addition to workshops 
held in the library, if requested, Miriam 
will bring the workshop to you! She 
has done numerous classroom visits in 

the past and is always willing to do more.

With only half of the spring semester gone, there 
are still plenty of opportunities for students to 
take advantage of Title V workshops. Additional 
information about workshops can be obtained in 
the Learning Skills Center, located at W170, or by 
calling 8538.
 

Farzin Farzad, an LSC 
tutor, leads a workshop 

on adding and subtracting 
polynomials.

Title V tutor 
Dustin Yon-

kovich works 
with MVC 

student Betty 
Richardson.



Mountain View College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, 
Georgia 30033-4097: Telephone number 404-679-4501) to award associate degrees and certifi cates.

Staff Spotlight:
 Ray Smith, Network Systems Specialist

Ray Smith, Title V Network 
Systems Specialist

One of the only original Title V staff members re-
maining on campus is Ray Smith, Network Systems 
Specialist. Brought on to support the technical goals 
and objectives of Title V, Ray came to MVC in May 
2002.

Ray holds two associates degrees, an Associates of 
Applied Sciences and Arts from Richland College, 
and an Associates of Applied Sciences in Local Area 
Network Administration from Eastfi eld College. He 
plans to continue his education this year by pursu-
ing a Bachelor of Science at the University of North 
Texas, and later by attending Seminary.

Ray’s job description is lengthy, and he is kept more 
than busy fulfi lling it. He sums up his responsibilities 
simply: “I install, upgrade, and confi gure hardware 
and software.” However, this summary seems overly 
simplifi ed.

Ray installs hardware and software in offi ces and 
labs across campus, maintains ongoing processes and 
updates concerning that hardware/software, and also 
maintains MVC’s campus servers. Then, if a problem 
is encountered, he graciously reappears to resolve 
technical issues.
 
In addition to his “Mr. Fix-it” duties, Ray also assists 
MVC offi ces in obtaining hardware and software 
to fi t their specifi c needs. He researches prices and 
vendors, ensures that products will be in compli-
ance with desires, learns how the products work, and 
trains faculty and staff in its use.

Also among Ray’s responsibilities is the Title V Lab, 
or LSC. He works hours that coincide with LSC 
hours so that he is able to address technical problems 
involving LSC equipment as they arise. 

Ray is well-known on campus, not only for his 
technical brilliance, but also for his bright smile and 
jovial character. He truly enjoys his job, which is 
obvious seconds after he walks through a door. 

“My job is more than just technical work. If there’s 
anything I want to do in life, it is to serve people. I’m 
a perfect fi t for what I do because I am allowed to

serve administration, faculty, and students….and at 
the same time I get to be a clown!” said Ray

Another reason Ray is so enthusiastic about his job  
is because his fi eld of work is always changing; he 
enjoys a continuous intellectual challenge. 

He explains, “There’s always ongoing training…. 
When something new comes out, you’ve got to get 
in there and learn how it works. We not only have 
to be able to implement new technology, but we 
also have to know how to use it. Otherwise, who 
do you go to when you have a problem?”

While there is no doubt Ray loves and is commit-
ted to MVC, what is, perhaps, dearest to him is his 
community. He enjoys helping and spending time 
with senior citizens and children. He is currently 
teaching continuing education classes for seniors 
at the LaManna Learning Center, and also commits 
time to tutoring children in math. 

“The biggest thing for me is that I want to be more 
effective…able to reach into the community, reach 
into the lives of underprivileged kids and help 
them….You know, just reaching back,” said Ray.

For assistance with hardware and software, or to 
simply add a bright spot to your day, contact Ray 
at 8881 or ras6114@dcccd.edu.
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LSC hours:
Mon.-Thur. - 8am-9pm

Fri. - 8am-2pm
Sat. - 8am-5pm

otables to note...

For questions or com-
ments regarding MVC 
Title V Tidbits, please 

contact Melanie at 
melaniebarry@dcccd.edu 

Title V Calendar of Events
March

April

N

Funded by the United States
Department of Education

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Workshop:
Adding & 

subtracting 
fractions
1-2pm

4

Workshop:
Multiplying & 

dividing
 fractions

4-5pm
5

Workshop:
Decimals

1-2pm

6

Workshop:
Percent
8-9pm

7 8

Workshop:
Adding & 

subtracting 
polynomials

4-5pm
9

11

Workshop:
Multiplying 
& dividing 

polynomials
8-9pm

12 13

Workshop:
Main ideas 

& supporting 
details
8-9pm

14 15

Workshop:
Geometry
10-11am

16

18

Workshop:
Fragments, 
run-ons, & 

comma splices
4-5pm

19

Workshop:
Factoring

6-7pm

20 21 22 23

25

Workshop:
Multiplying 
& dividing 

rational 
expressions

4-5pm
26

Workshop:
Writing 

5-paragraph 
essays
1-2pm

27

Workshop:
Adding & 

subtracting 
rational 

expressions
11am-12pm

28 29 30

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Workshop:
Adding & 

subtracting 
fractions
8-9pm

1

Workshop:
Multiplying 
& dividing 
fractions
1-2pm

2

Workshop:
Decimals

4-5pm

3 4

Workshop:
Percent
4-5pm

5
Workshop:
Adding & 

subtracting 
polynomials

6-7pm

7

Workshop:
Multiplying 
& dividing 

polynomials
4-5pm

8

Workshop:
Fragments, 
run-ons, & 

comma splices
8-9pm

9 10 11

Workshop:
Word problems 

10-11am

12

Spring Break

14 15 16 17

LSC closed

18

LSC closed

19

LSC re-opens
8am

21

Workshop:
Factoring

8-9pm

22

Workshop:
Multiplying 
& dividing 

rational 
expressions

1-2pm 
23

Workshop:
Writing

5-paragraph 
essays
4-5pm

24

Good Friday
LSC closed

25

LSC closed

26

LSC re-opens
8am

28

Workshop:
Main ideas  & 

supporting 
details
1-2pm

29 30

Workshop:
Adding & 

subtracting 
rational 

expressions
11am-12pm

31


